Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members R. Gaffney, Becton, Morgan and Pittman:
RESOLUTION 2019-218
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT FOR THE TREMENDOUS POSITIVE IMPACT IT HAS ON JACKSONVILLE AND THE NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, THE PLAYERS Championship was established in 1974 by the PGA Tour to be a championship tournament by and for the PGA touring pros, and moved to its unique purpose-built home at the Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass in 1992; and


WHEREAS, THE PLAYERS has become widely acknowledged as the “fifth major” tournament in the professional golfing world, annually attracting the top field of golfers from around the world to compete for the coveted title and, in 2019, the biggest prize money in golf; and


WHEREAS, as a result of the stellar field (this year including all 50 of the top ranked players in the world) and the world-famous course, the tournament attracts national and international attendance and media coverage, and the 2019 tournament was no exception in that regard, attracting huge galleries and being telecast to more than 220 countries and territories around the world; and

WHEREAS, one of the primary purposes of THE PLAYERS Championship is to improve the quality of life in Northeast Florida by raising money for charitable causes, which it has done to the tune of more than $100 million over its history, over $50 million in the last 10 years, and a record $9 million in donations from the 2018 tournament alone, providing much-needed funding to local non-profits that promote youth education, health and wellness and character development; and

WHEREAS, by virtue of its prominence in the golfing world, THE PLAYERS attracts tens of thousands of national and international visitors, including many corporate executives, to Northeast Florida where they are exposed to all our region has to offer in the way of tourism attractions, quality of life, and business opportunities, and the tournament is a vital part of the region’s business recruitment efforts; and

WHEREAS, for the tremendous impact the tournament has on Jacksonville and the Northeast Florida region in so many ways, it is fitting that the City Council should recognize and commend the role THE PLAYERS Championship plays in our community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends THE PLAYERS Championship for the tremendous positive impact it has on Jacksonville and Northeast Florida in so many ways, from its charitable giving to the international exposure it provides the area to the business recruitment opportunities it provides. The City especially recognizes PGA Tour Commissioner Jay Monahan, PLAYERS Championship Executive Director Jared Rice, Tournament Director Ryan Hart, and their hard-working team who work tirelessly to produce one of the outstanding sporting events in the world each year.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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